Standing Tall in

Hamilton Inc.
School-based Mentoring

Standing Tall in Hamilton Inc.
87 Thompson Street
Hamilton VIC 3300

ABN: 31 286 830 102

Inc. No: AOO59849E

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

31 July 2024

Standing Tall in Hamilton Inc. Celebrates Remarkable Growth and Community Impact

Standing Tall in Hamilton Inc., an organisation dedicated to empowering young people to reach their full potential, proudly
announces significant growth and community impact since its expansion across the Southern Grampians Shire 4 years ago.
This progress is a testament to the unwavering support of our community and the extension of our program to 16 school

partners.
A Growing Partnership with Schools

Since the 2021/22 financial year, the number of
formal school partners has more than doubled,
reflecting our expanded reach and influence:

2021/22: 7 school partners
2022/23: 15 school partners
2023/24: 16 school partners

The number of schools with active mentoring
sessions has also seen a notable increase:

2021/22: 7 schools
2022/23: 12 schools
2023/24: 14 schools

Empowering More Students

Standing Tall in Hamilton Inc. has significantly
increased its student mentoring capacity.

Students mentored:

2021/22: 32 students
2022/23: 52 students
2023/24: 84 students

The demand for our mentoring programs is
evident, with 6 students currently on our waitlist
for the 2023/24 academic year, highlighting the
growing need for our services.
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Engaging Volunteers and Mentors

Our Volunteer Mentors

Our success is built on the dedication of our
volunteer mentors, whose numbers have
continued to increase.

Registered volunteer mentors:

2021/22: 30 volunteer mentors
2022/23: 68 volunteer mentors
2023/24: 87 volunteer mentors . l

New volunteer mentor applications received:

. . 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24
2021/22: 12 applications received
2022/23_ 15 applications received B Number ofvolunteers registered with Standing Tall
2023/24: 32 applications received B Number of new volunteer mentor applications received

Increasing Mentoring Sessions and Contribution Hours

The number of mentoring sessions held, and the hours contributed by both volunteers and students have reached new
heights.

Mentoring sessions held:
2021/22: 140 sessions
2022/23: 378 sessions
2023/24: 444 sessions

Mentoring Sessions and Hours Contributed

2021/22 2022/23 2023/24

Volunteer hours contributed:
2021/22: 550 hours
2022/23: 655 hours
2023/24: 869 hours

Student hours contributed:
2021/22: 605 hours
2022/23: 720 hours B Number of mentoring sessions held B Number ofvolunteer hours contibuted

2023/24: 993 hours H Number of student hours contributed**

Voices of Our Community

The impact of our work is best expressed by those directly involved — our students, our volunteer mentors, and the
parents/guardians of our students:

“It is great hanging out with someone so wise, who can teach me lots of interesting stuff.” — Student.

“Standing Tall has given me a new friend, someone with common interests.” — Student.
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“There is so much we can learn from each other; this is a great experience!” — Student.

“Mentoring changed my life! Before (Standing Tall), | didn’t have much confidence, | kept to myself. | didn’t know what |
wanted to do with my life, | hated being at school. My mentor listened to me, she encouraged me to chase my dreams and
supported me in achieving some of my goals, including helping me gain my first job. My mentor showed me that | could be
whatever | wanted to be. | now have confidence in myself, and | have a plan for my future.” — Student.

“I feel very proud being involved in such a valuable program for the youth of our community. But even more so, |
recommend being involved in the program because it brings so much joy to the mentee and the mentor. Rewards are
valuable and reciprocal. We both enjoy the sessions as much as each other.” — Mentor.

“It makes a tremendous difference to both the mentor and the mentee. That’s what happened to me. | find it very
rewarding having a young friend. It is very simple, just be there. | think that’s what makes a difference. It shows that you
believe in that person. That’s all you must do, be there, turn up and be interested in that young person. | get so much from
it myself. | love doing it. | am amazed at the response | get from the student because | do so little. | just have to be there for
my student. It is just 1 hour of my week, yet | get such big rewards.” — Mentor.

“This has helped my son out so much. He loves it.” — Parent/Guardian.

“This is such an amazing resource for kids - giving time is just so valuable to the kids (and you don’t need to counsel! Just
give time and enjoy activities with them).” — Parent/Guardian.

It Truly Takes a Village

As a registered charity that does not receive any government funding to operate, we rely entirely on the generous
donations from our community to continue our important work.

Our incredible growth and the achievements of our students and team would not be possible without the collective effort
and support of our entire community. It truly takes a village to raise and empower our young people, and we are
immensely grateful to all our supporters, partners, volunteers, and mentors.

If you would like to make a tax-deductible donation, head to our website for details on how to contribute: Make a Donation
(https://www.standingtallhamilton.com.au/make-a-donation/).

We remain committed to fostering the potential of young people and look forward to continuing our impactful work with
the support of our community.

For media inquiries, please contact:

Diane Barrera

Program Manager

Standing Tall in Hamilton Inc.

Phone: 0432984400

Email: programmanager@standingtallhamilton.com.au
Website: https://www.standingtallhamilton.com.au/

Standing Tall in Hamilton School-based Mentoring



https://www.standingtallhamilton.com.au/make-a-donation/
https://www.standingtallhamilton.com.au/make-a-donation/
https://www.standingtallhamilton.com.au/

